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Dear VBS Worker,

Thanks for making a difference through VBS 1999!

Vacation Bible School is always a highlight of our church year for me.  It is a time for us to enjoy the children of our church, but also to reach out in our community to other children and their families.  More prospects are discovered for our church each year through VBS than through any other short-term program.  Each year, Southern Baptists report over 55,000 professions of faith through Vacation Bible School decisions.  Another 10,000 professions of faith are reported as a result of follow-up.  Thank you for your gift of time, effort, and energy in being a part of this effort to reach our community for Christ.

The purpose of this handbook is to help you to be a more informed and effective VBS worker this year.  We have tried to include all significant information concerning this year's VBS.  If you notice something that is incorrect or think of something that should be added, please let me know.

Many of you have already begun preparation and planning for the week of VBS; others will be beginning soon.  The two most important things you can do to insure the success of our school are prayer and planning.  Please let me know if I can be of any help to you as you prepare.  You should know by now what your responsibilities will be. If there are any questions, please get in touch with Alacia Bagley or me.  If you need any special materials, resources, or help in any way, please let me know.  I am planning to remain available to you as much as possible before and during the week of VBS to help you do your job.  My responsibility during VBS is mainly to make your job as easy as possible.

We have a week of hard work ahead of us.  But it will be a week of service to our Lord, which He has promised to bless; and it will be a week that touches lives of hundreds of children and makes a real difference in their lives for all eternity.  Think of it as a week of opportunity, and rely on God for the strength you will need.  Thanks again for allowing God to work through you in ministering the love of Jesus to others.


Yours and His,
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Thomas J. Cook
VBS Director

WHAT’S NEW FOR 1999

The rotational schedule and approach introduced in 1997 continue in this year’s VBS format, and I think things will work as well as they did in previous years!  In addition, we’re in our new Preschool and Children’s Building, which will give us much-needed space. Here’s a quick overview; it will be very important for you to attend our training session to get the full picture. 

THEME

This year’s mountain base camp theme will be integrated into every area of VBS, from the publicity through the worship service and the classroom teaching.  Every activity the children are part of during the day will reflect the theme and the day’s Bible story.

SCHEDULE AND STAFF RESPONSIBILITIES

We have specialized workers for missions, music, crafts, refreshments, and recreation, who will prepare one set of activities for all children.  Similar staffing assignments occur in the preschool division.  The Bible study will still take place in the department session but the department workers will accompany their children to each activity center in 25-minute cycles.  Preschool children will remain in their classrooms while the specialized workers come to them.  This allows both for building relationships with the children and for sharing the work among more staff.

WORSHIP

The worship session in the Worship-Activities Center at the end of the day will be contemporary and rally-like in format and music.  We will not march into the WAC; children should go directly to their places when the 11:30 signal is given.  A “color guard” will present the flags and Bible.

NO FACULTY LOUNGE OR HOT-DOG LUNCH

Our schedule will not allow us to provide the faculty lounge as in past years.  We will also not be able to adjust the schedule on Friday to have our hot-dog lunch at the end of the school.   
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Mission Statement

The Jersey Baptist Church has formally adopted the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20) as its Mission Statement. Our Vision Statement tells what our programs are all about: 

· Bring People to Jesus 

· Involve them in worship 

· Welcome them into His family 

· Equip them for ministry 

In Vacation Bible School, we address each of these vision areas.  Our special emphasis is on the first area as we major on reaching new children and their families for VBS, seek to involve them in regular Bible study through our Bible Teaching Program, and build a foundation to lead them to saving faith in Jesus Christ.  

 WHAT IS IT ALL ABOUT?

PURPOSE

Vacation Bible School at Jersey Baptist Church is a special week-long emphasis on Bible study that extends the ministry of our church beyond our walls to reach those children who live in our communities, yet may not be involved in ongoing Bible study.  Our main objective is to share with them the love of God and prepare the way for them come to know Jesus Christ in a personal way as Lord and Savior.

WHO'S INVITED?

Our school is designed for children from age four through completion of sixth grade.  Age-Group departments are organized as follows:

Four-Year-Old Preschool A
First Grade A

Four-Year-Old Preschool B
First Grade B

Five-Year-Old Preschool A
First Grade C

Five-Year-Old Preschool B
Second Grade A

Kindergarten A
Second Grade B

Kindergarten B
Third Grade A

Kindergarten C
Third Grade B


Fourth Grade


Fifth Grade


Sixth Grade

(In each case, the school grade represents the year just completed).   Children ages birth through three years whose parents are working in VBS will be provided for in their own age-group departments. Otherwise, children must be at least four years old by June 2, 1999, to participate.

WHO CAN HELP?

The members of Jersey Baptist Church provide this special ministry through the Bible Teaching Program once each year to the children of our church and community.   Our workers come from the men and women of our church, who participate in special training for their assignments.  The ministry is funded through the budget of the church.
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1999 VBS SCHEDULE

VBS CALENDAR

VBS Faculty Meeting 1
Sunday, June 6
5:00 p.m.





VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
June 28-July 2
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon





Family Night
Thursday, July 1
7:00 p.m.

FIRST DAY ONLY (No Craft Cavern)

Time
Grade 1/2
Grade 3/4
Grade 5/6

9:00
Bible Study (extended)
Bible Study (extended)
Bible Study (extended)

9:55
Music
Missions
Snacks/Rec

10:20
Snacks/Rec
Music
Missions

10:45
Missions
Snacks/Rec
Music

11:10
Bible Study
Bible Study
Bible Study

11:40
Mountain Lodge (Worship Celebration)

Children’s Division Hiking Schedule 

DAYS TWO THROUGH FIVE

Time
Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3/4
Grade 5/6

9:00
Bible Study
Bible Study
Bible Study
Bible Study

9:30
Crafts
Music
Missions
Snacks/Rec
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9:55
Music
Crafts
Snacks/Rec
Missions

10:20
Missions
Snacks/Rec
Crafts
Music

10:45
Snacks/Rec
Missions
Music
Crafts

11:10
Bible Study
Bible Study
Bible Study
Bible Study

11:40
Mountain Lodge (Worship Celebration)

Preschool Division Hiking Schedule 

DAYS ONE THROUGH FIVE

Time
Snacks/Rec
Music
Art

9:10
Age 4 A and B
Age 5 B
Age 5 A

9:40
Age 5 A and B
Age 4 B
Age 4 A
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10:00
Kindergarten A/B
Age 4 A
Age 4 B

10:30

Age 5 A
Age 5 B

10:55

Kindergarten A
Kindergarten B

11:20

Kindergarten B
Kindergarten A

11:45
Return to Base Camp
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1999 VBS FACULTY

POSITION
NAME
ROOM
TELEPHONE

VBS Director


Preschool Director


Joat
Administrative Assistant




Bed Babies Campsite Leader

4109


2/3 Year Campsite Leader

4114


4 Year A Campsite Leader

4115


4 Year  B Campsite Leader

4117


5 Year A Campsite Leader

4116


5 Year B Campsite Leader

4118


Kindergarten A Campsite Leader

4119


Kindergarten B Campsite Leader

4120


Preschool Music Leader

4123


Preschool Crafts Leader




Preschool Recreation Leader




Preschool Snacks Leader




1A Grade Base Camp Leader

4010


1B Grade Base Camp Leader

4012


2A Grade Base Camp Leader

4014


2B Grade Base Camp Leader

4015


3A Grade Base Camp Leader

4016


3B Grade Base Camp Leader

4017


4 Grade Base Camp Leader

4020


5 Grade Base Camp Leader

4018


6 Grade Base Camp Leader 

4019


Music Cove Leader

Choir
Room


Missions Cascade Leader

Chapel


Crafts Cavern Leader

4021


Refreshments Clearing Leader




Recreation Clearing Leader




GENERAL INFORMATION

JOINT WORSHIP SERVICE

Each morning at 11:40 a.m., all children will assemble in the Worship-Activities Center for a time of worship and celebration. Children should go directly to their seats in the WAC. Please plan to dismiss your group promptly at 11:40 and sit with them in the WAC.

OFFERING

One of the opportunities of VBS is teaching about stewardship and missions.    Please encourage the children to bring an offering each day and collect it in the department each morning, to be turned in with the attendance in your report envelope.  Since the worship celebration is at the end of the day, we will not take the offering at that time.  Our offering each day during the school will be designated to the Cooperative Program, which will allow us to teach about missions around the world as the children support it with their gifts.  The Family Night offering will be designated for the expenses of the school.  

REGISTRATION

Pre-enrollment will take place in Sunday School on the two Sundays before VBS, so we should have adequate information on our own church children. In addition, we will attempt to pre-enroll as many children as possible through our promotional activities.  We will need as many workers as possible involved in promotion so we can publicize our school and get as much information in advance as possible.  We will have an enrollment center set up in the Narthex to try to handle as much record keeping as possible before the children arrive in your department.

RECORDS

Accurate records are essential to quality follow-up with the children who attend VBS and their families. Please get a registration card filled out completely for everyone who attends.  Get as much information as possible.  This is the single most important detail you can take care of to ensure a successful VBS.

FAMILY NIGHT

Families of children enrolled in the school will be invited to the Family Night Program on Thursday evening, July 1, at 7:00 p.m.  The purpose of Family Night is for the workers to get to know the parents of the children, especially those who are prospects for our Sunday School; and to let the parents better understand the work that their children have been doing through the week.  Our focus is clearly outreach.  Our Thursday evening schedule will allow as many families as possible to participate before they may leave for the holiday weekend.  Family Night will begin with the Worship Celebration, including brief remarks from Pastor Phil, after which we will share slides of the children during the VBS activities.

We will have an open house after the Worship Celebration to allow the parents to visit the children's VBS rooms, meet the workers, and view some of the projects the children have done.  We will serve refreshments during the open house. Because our teaching time is precious during VBS, I ask that you not prepare a special presentation for Family Night.  The slides will allow the parents to get a good grasp of what their children have learned.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL DO’S AND DON'TS

(DO(
1. Pray for the school, fellow workers, and yourself.

2. Plan your work, then work your plan.

3. Know your resource material and your lesson plan.

4.
Have all material ready ahead of time.

5.
Be present early (no later than 8:45 each day).

6.
Start and stop on time.

7.
Stress reverence and orderliness.

8.
Have pupils march from activity to activity in an orderly manner.

9.
Help keep accurate and complete records.

10.
Take advantage of every opportunity to witness to boys and girls.

11.
Turn in all records, books, and supplies at the close of the school.


(DON’T(
1.
Miss any opportunity to teach Bible truths.

2.
Miss any evangelistic opportunity.

3.
Let pupils decide the direction of your class(lead them.

4.
Allow running in any building.

5.
Allow pupils to wander through the building before or after school hours.

6.
Permit straggling or disorderliness.

7.
Allow getting a drink or rest room visits except at recreation breaks (unless unavoidable.

8.
Get discouraged.

9.
Harbor negative thoughts or remarks.  Save suggestions for faculty meetings or evaluation.

10.
Set a bad example in your teaching attitude.

11. Come with a sour or discouraged disposition(come happy, enthusiastic, and prepared to work.

SOLVING DISCIPLINE PROBLEMS

Although there are no set rules to follow in overcoming discipline problems, the following suggestions may be useful:

Prevent Problems by Preparing:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Your lesson, thoughtfully and prayerfully

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
The room, in orderly fashion

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Supplies(enough for all pupils

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Something to do for “early birds”

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Variety in program and activities

Deal with Problems that Arise by:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Learning why there’s a problem (home, school, handicap, or conviction of sin are some possibilities).

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Talking to the Lord about the problem.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Showing Christian courtesy.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Remembering that some restlessness and indifference result from stages of mental and physical development.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Dealing fairly with all, showing no favorites.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Being firm in principles of conduct(keep your word.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Teaching by example and attitude reverence for God and His word.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Remembering the value of a single soul(Christ died for problem children, too!

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Acting sympathetically.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Approving good behavior.

Steer Clear of:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Assuming that a child who is as motionless as a vegetable is attentive and good.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Fearing that a wriggler or a giggler is getting nothing from the session.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Using sarcasm as a weapon of discipline.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Disciplining a pupil before others.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Giving up; it takes time and patience to overcome discipline problems.



Scripture Passage

How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!”

Isaiah 52:7 (NIV)

Pledge to the United States Flag:

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

Pledge to the Christian Flag

I pledge allegiance to the Christian flag, and to the Savior for whose kingdom it stands, one brotherhood uniting all Christians in service and love.

Pledge to the Bible

I pledge allegiance to the Bible, God’s Holy Word, and will make it a light unto my feet, a light unto my path, and will hide its words in my heart that I may not sin against God.

VBS Motto

Accept the challenge:
Climb to new heights
with Jesus!

Climbing Mt. Extreme

We’re climbing Mt. Extreme,

The ultimate good news challenge!
We’re climbing Mt. Extreme,

The ultimate good news challenge!
Reaching new heights with Jesus, our guide,
We’re climbing Mt. Extreme!

It’s the adventure of a lifetime,
And that’s just how long it takes.
Each day we climb a little farther
And see the diff’rence that He makes.

We want to go the distance;
We’re ready for what’s in store;
We’re giving our lives to Jesus,
Our Savior and our Lord.

We’re climbing Mt. Extreme,

The ultimate good news challenge!
We’re climbing Mt. Extreme,

The ultimate good news challenge!
Reaching new heights with Jesus, our guide,
We’re climbing Mt. Extreme!

We are climbing Mt. Extreme!
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Preschool�
Children Base Camp�
�
Birth-One�
4109 �
First Grade A�
4010�
�
Two-Three�
4114�
First Grade B�
4012�
�
Four Year A�
4115�
Second Grade A�
4014�
�
Four Year B�
4117�
Second Grade B�
4015�
�
Five Year A�
4116�
Third Grade A�
4016�
�
Five Year B�
4118�
Third Grade B�
4017�
�
Kindergarten A�
4119�
Fourth Grade�
4020�
�
Kindergarten B�
4120�
Fifth Grade�
4018�
�
Preschool Music�
4123�
Sixth Grade�
4019�
�
Children’s Craft Cavern: 4021


Children’s Music Cove: Choir Room


Children’s Missions Cascade: Chapel








Room Assignments
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL


JUNE 28-JULY 2, 1999


 9:00 A.M.-12:00 Noon





John A. Hays, Pastor


Debbie Zachariah, Director of Children’s Ministries


Thomas J. Cook, VBS Director


Train up a child in the way he should go,


and when he is old, he will not depart from it.


Proverbs 22:6
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